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SUBJECT : FRENCH PRESS REACTIONS TO DECISION OF CURBING 
FRENCH ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

PRESIDENT GISCARD'S DECISION TO CURB FRENCH ARMS SALES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA WAS THE PRINCIPAL INTERNATIONAL TOPIC OF 
FRENCH MEDIA OVER THE WEEKEND AND MONDAY. 

ON CHANNEL ONE TELEVISION NEWS SUNDAY, COMMENTATOR PAUL- 
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MARIE DE LA GORCE POINTED OUT THAT THE FRENCH PRESIDENT S 
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DECISION IS A "LOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF HIS CONSTANT 
POLICY TOWARD THE THIRD WORLD. THIS POLITICAL ASPECT WAS 
EMPHASIZED BY THE MAJORITY OF COMMENTATORS. 

IN A COMMENTARY IN THE CONSERVATIVE DAILY LE FIGARO, 
FORMER ELYSEE PALACE PRESSMAN XAVIER MARCHETTI NOTED: 
"PARIS IS NOT IMPOSING AN EMBARGO ON PRETORIA. FRANCE 
WILL CEASE ITS ARMS DELIVERIES BUT ALL CONTRACTS ALREADY 
SIGNED WILL BE MET AND THE BUILDING OF ARMS UNDER FRENCH 
LICENCE WILL CONTINUE.. .PRACTICALLY, MILITARILY, FINAN- 
CIALLY, THE NEW POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA IS NOT EXACT- 
LY ONE OF BURNING BRIDGES. LET'S SPEAK OF INNOVATION, 

NOT OF RUPTURE... THE DECISION DISCLOSED IN KINSHASA 
IMPROVES THE IMAGE OF FRANCE IN THE WHOLE AFRICAN CONTI- 
NENT. IN SPITE OF BEING BENEVOLENT AND FRIENDLY VIS-A- 
VIS THE YOUNG AFRICAN COUNTRIES, FRANCE WAS BEING 
REPROACHED FOR ARMING SOUTH AFRICA WITHOUT RESTRAINT. 
THE FRENCH PRESIDENT'S MOVE, BY ITS POLITICAL ASPECT, 

SHOULD WARD OFF THIS REPROACH. THERE LIES WITHOUT ANY 
DOUBT THE REAL REASON FOR THE FRENCH DECISION... PRESI 
DENT GISCARD THINKS THAT THE AFRICAN CONTINENT SHOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERNATIONALIZATION OF PROBLEMS AND 
IN THE ADVENT OF A NEW WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER. THIS IS 
A CARD HE HAS PLAYED IN ZAIRE..." 

ALSO IN FIGARO, MILITARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST JEAN-PIERRE 
MITHOIS MADE THE FOLLOWING REMARKS: "PRESIDENT GISCARD'S 
DECISION TO FORBID FUTURE SALES OF GROUND OR AIR ARMA- 
MENT SHOULD LOGICALLY PLUNGE SOUTH AFRICA INTO EMBARAS- 
SMENT. BUT THE POLITICAL GESTURE OF THE FRENCH PRESI- 
DENT IS PRIMARILY SYMBOLIC. FIRST, BECAUSE ALL ORDERED 
EQUIPMENT WILL BE DELIVERED (ABOUT 20 MIRAGE FI AIRCRAFT 
REMAIN TO BE SHIPPED TO PRETORIA, FOR EXAMPLE). ALSO 
BECAUSE SOUTH AFRICA IS AN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY WHICH 
HAS BOUGHT FROM FRANCE LICENCES FOR HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED 
MATERIAL WITH WHICH IT INTENDS TO EQUIP ITS ARMED 
FORCES.. .HOW WILL THE FRENCH ARMS PRODUCERS REACT TO 
THE CLOSING OF THIS BIG MARKET - SOUTH AFRICA IS OUR 
FOURTH RANKING CUSTOMER?... IN THE FIRST PHASE, THEY 
WILL NOT BE PLEASED BECAUSE SUCH MEASURES KEEP POTEN- 
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TIAL CUSTOMERS AWAY, INSTEAD OF ATTRACTING THEM. THEN 
THEY WILL REMEMBER THE EXAMPLE OF ISRAEL. BY REFUSING, 
OFFICIALLY AT LEAST, TO SELL ARMS TO THAT COUNTRY, 

FRANCE WAS ABLE TO EXPLORE, IN L967 AND THEN IN L969, 
PRODIGIOUS MARKETS PREVIOUSLY FORBIDDEN TO HER: THOSE 
OF THE ARAB WORLD. BY DISPLEASING PRETORIA, WE NOW 
OPEN THE DOORS OF BLACK AFRICA." 
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REFERRING TO THE VERY ARGUMENTS USED BY FIGARO, COMMU- 
NIST HUMANITE HEADLINED ON PAGE ONE : "GISCARD'S ANNOUN- 
CEMENT OF A REDUCTION IN ARMS DELIVERIES TO SOUTH 
AFRICA IS A SHAM." 

CONSERVATIVE AURORE HAILED THE FRENCH PRESIDENT S DECI- 
SION AS PART OF "GISCARD'S AFRICAN GRAND DESIGN". 

PHILIPPE BERNERT WROTE: "EVEN IF PRETORIA TAKES VERY 
BADLY THE HALTING OG SOME DELIVERIES, EVEN IF ITS DOOR 
WAS TO BE CLOSED, GISCARD HAS FOUND OTHER WAYS IN 
AFRICA. NIGERIANS ALREADY CAME SECRETLY TO ASK ARMS 
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FROM FRANCE. BY GIVING THE COPPER TRADE A BOOST, WE 
ARE GOING TO SAVE ZAIRE. ETHIOPIA IS LOOKING IN THE 
DIRECTION OF PARIS. THIS IS WHAT IS CALLED THE 'AFRICAN 
STRATEGY 1 OF GISCARD, THE DIALOGUE OPENS WITH THE MOST 
POWERFUL OF THE BLACK STATES WHICH PREVIOUSLY ESCAPED 
OUR INFLUENCE. ADD TO THIS THE RECONCILI- 
ATION WITH SEKOU TOURE, THE HARMONIOUS RELATION WITH 
THE COUNTRIES OF COMMUNITY. IN KINSHASA, GISCARD HAS 
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GOT RID OF AN OLD CONTRADICTION INHERITED FROM HIS 
PREDECESSORS (ONE CANNOT EXTEND A HAND TO THE BLACK 
COUNTRIES AND EXCESSIVELY ARM PRETORIA) AND HE 
IS PLAYING A POLITICAL TRUMP CARD IN AFRICA.'' 

THE FINANCIAL DAILY LES ECHOS COMMENTED: ' IN ZAIRE, 

GISCARD TRIES TO ASSERT HIMSELF AS THE WESTERN 
CHAMPION OF A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER.. THE FRENCH PRESIDENT 
WANTED TO DRAW LARGELY AWAY FROM COMPETITORS, FROM THE 
OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, IN THE BIG NORTH-SOUTH 
BARGAINING THAT IS LIKELY TO TAKE PLACE WHEN THE 
SUMMER VACATION PERIOD IS OVER. PRESIDENT MOBUTU WILL 
TRY TO PROTECT HIS ADVANTAGE, AT LEAST WITHIN THE 
AFRICAN CLUB. THE LEADER OF THE SECOND RANKING STATE 
IN BLACK AFRICA BY ITS NATURAL WEALTH, CITIZEN MOBUTU’ 
ACTUALLY HAS EVERY REASON TO WELCOME THE VISIT OF HIS 
FRENCH COUNTERPART. PRESIDENT GISCARD HAS NOT BEEN 
SPARING OF COMPLIMENTS TO THE FATHER OF ZAIRE S AUTHEN- 
TICITY', THEREBY ENHANCING THE IMAGE OF AN AFRICAN LEA- 
DER AT A TIMELY MOMENT. FRANCE'S FINANCIAL AID AND THE 
REAL REINFORCEMENT OF THE ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES COULD ONLY MAKE THE SATISFACTION OF 
KINSHASA COMPLETE IN THIS ECONOMICALLY TROUBLED 
PERIOD.” 

LEFT-OF-CENTER LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS QUESTIONED THE MO- 
RAL ASPECT OF THE DECISION. RICHARD LISCIA NOTED: 

"NO LONGER TO SELL SOUTH AFRICA ARMS DESIGNED TO SERVE 
THE PERPETUATION OF APARTHEID IS RIGHT. THE DECISION OF 
THE FRENCH PRESIDENT IS EXEMPLARY AND WE WISH - 
WITHOUT BELIEVING IT TOO MUCH - THAT OTHER POWERS 
WOULD BE INSPIRED BY IT. BUT IT IS NOT GRA- 
TUITOUS AND DOES NOT CORRESPOND TO A MORAL CONCERN 
SINCE IT ENABLES US TO CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO MARKETS, THE 
ONE WHICH OFFERS THE BIGGEST POSSIBILITIES. TO SELL 
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ARMS TO AFRICAN INDEPENDENT COUNTRIES IS NOT TO HELP 
PEACE ON THAT CONTINENT. MR. GISCARD HAS CHEAPLY WON 
THE REPUTATION OFA IUST MAN IN AFRICA.. BUT THE DECI- 
SION ANNOUNCED SATURDAY AS THE BIG SURPRISE OF THE VISIT 
TO ZAIRE CANNOT BE INTERPRETED AS A TURN IN OUR ARMS 
SALE POLICY. FAR FROM BEING ’MORALIZED' THE LATTER ON 
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THE CONTRARY BECOMES MORE AND MORE OPPORTUNISTIC. WE 
CREATE THE MILITARY POWER OF THE STATEWS WHICH HAVE 
GOT THE BIGGEST FINANCIAL MEANS AND THE CHOICE OF OUR 
CUSTOMERS IS DETERMINED BY THEIR ECONOMIC WEIGHT MORE 
THAN BY THEIR POLITICAL ORIENTATION. WHY DENY THAT THE 
BUYER IMPOSES HIS WILL?” 

LE MONDE EDITORIALIZES: "THIS IS A GESTURE OF LIMI- 
TED SIGNIFICANCE, BUT A GESTURE JUST THE SAME... COMING 
FROM SOUTH AFRICA'S FIRST SUPPLIER OF MILITARY EQUIP- 
MENT, THE DECISION IS IMPRESSIVE. ANNOUNCED IN THE HEART 
OF BLACK AFRICA A FEW WEEKS BEFORE THE UNGA, IT WILL 
ENABLE PARIS TO DEFUSE THE CRITICISMS WHICH ITS GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE VORSTER GOVERNMENT TRADITIONALLY 
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ATTRACT EVERY YEAR. YET THIS DECISION BEARS THE MARK 
OF A CERTAIN OPPORTUNISM.. .IT LOOKS VERY MUCH AS THOUGH 
FRANCE, AFTER HAVING EQUIPED THE SOUTH AFRICAN CUSTOMER 
TO SATURATION, TURNED MORE FRANKLY TOWARD THE 
MARKETS OF THE OTHER SIDE. AS FOR THE POLITICAL MERIT 
FOR THE GESTURE, IT DOES NOT APPEAR EXCESSIVE: FRANCE, 

NOT ONLY IS FOLLOWING VERY BELATEDLY THE EXAMPLE OF 
OTHER WESTERN POWERS - THE U.S. HAS ENFORCED AN EFFECT- 
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IVE EMBARGO ON ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA SINCE L963 - 
BUT ALSO INITIATES A TURN AT THE TIME WHEN THE PRETORIA 
REGIME, LOSING MOMENTUM AND CREDIBILITY, IS TRYING TO 
OPEN A DIALOGUE WITH THE MODERATE BLACK STATES. AND ABO- 
VE ALL, THE REMARKS OF THE FRENCH PRESIDENT WOULD B E 
MORE CREDIBLE IF THEY HAD NOT ALREADY BEEN MADE, WITH 
A FEW NUANCES, BY SEVERAL FRENCH GOVERNMENTS IN RECENT 
YEARS. ..THE LEAST THAT CAN BE SAID IS THAT ONE SHALL HAVE 
TO WAIT FOR SOME TIME BEFORE SEEING WHETHER THIS NEW 
PROMISE WILL ENTAIL A REAL POLITICAL CHANGE, AS WAS THE 
CASE AFTER THE EMBARGO IMPOSED ON ISRAEL." 

IN LE MONDE ALSO, MILITARY AFFAIRS SPECIALIST JACQUES 
ISNARD POINTED OUT THAT MOST OF THE FRENCH MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT FOR GROUND OR AIR FORCES IS ALREADY MANUFAC- 
TURED UNDER LICENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA AND REMARKED: "THE 
ATTITUDE WHICH FRANCE WILL FINALLY ADOPT TOWARD THE 
POSSIBLE PURCHASE OF THE AIRBUS MIDDLE-RANGE AIRLINERS 
WILL BEINTERESTING TO OBSERVE. IF PRETORIA DECIDES TO 
COTNINUE THE DISCUSSIONS WITH PARIS ON THIS POINT, THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

AIRBUS A 30 AIRCRAFT WOULD NOT BE USED MERELY TO TRANS- 
PORT PASSENGERS ON THE DOMESTIC LINES OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN AIRWAYS, BUT SOME MIGHT ALSO BE EQUIPPED WITH 
A SPECIAL SYSTEM FOR INFLIGHT REFUELING OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN MIRAGES SO AS TO GIVE THESE A GREATER RANGE. 

IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER OR NOT THE FRENCH 
EMBARGO ON GROUND AND AIR ARMAMENT MEANS THE END OF ANY 
HOPE OF SELLING SEVERAL AIRBUS CIVILIAN AIRLINERS TO 
SOUTH AFRICA." 

GAMMON 
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